[Seven patients with stage IVb advanced gastric cancer who were treated with preoperative chemotherapy].
We examined the usefulness of preoperative chemotherapy using 5-FU and low-dose CDDP in patients with stage IVb gastric cancer. Between 1996 and 1998, seven patients with stage IVb gastric cancer who received preoperative chemotherapy achieved complete or partial response. One course of the chemotherapy was as follows: arterial or venous infusion of 5-FU (500 or 250 mg/day on day 1-5) and low-dose CDDP (5-10 mg/day on day 1-5) for three weeks. In addition to preoperative chemotherapy, biological response modifiers such as OK-432 and lentinan were used. We evaluated the response with abdominal or chest CT and tumor markers. Although preoperative chemotherapy did not improve the survival rate significantly, the prognosis of these patients seemed to be relatively good. Only slight side effects were found. These results suggest that preoperative chemotherapy using 5-FU and low-dose CDDP may be useful for patients with stage IVb gastric cancer.